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2

Related Plans

The project team reviewed planning documents from
Winston-Salem and Forsyth County as they related
to bicycle planning. These plans were used to build a
foundation for bicycle planning in the city as well as to steer
the development of recommended projects and programs.
The inclusion of a bicycle element in various plans indicates
the importance of bicycling to the community.

2.1

THE LEGACY 2030 UPDATE

Adopted in 2012-2013, The Legacy 2030 Update offers a
status update on the 2001 Legacy Comprehensive Plan
for Winston-Salem, Forsyth County, and all its Towns. In
addition, it proposes new actions and policies to guide
implementation, incorporate changing trends in the
area, and provide the city with policy recommendations
to deal with shifting demographics. It is organized
topically into functional elements, geographic elements,
and implementation tools, with cross-cutting themes
addressing fiscal responsibility, sustainable growth,
and livable design. The Plan has a strong transportation
component which identifies the following goal: “A balanced
and sustainable multimodal transportation system that
links highways, transit, greenways, bikeways and sidewalks
into a seamless network that provides choices for people’s
travel needs.” Key objectives prioritized within this Plan
to meet this goal that are of particular relevance to the
Winston-Salem Bicycle Master Plan include the following:
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•• Objective 1: Land use and transportation coordination.
•• Objective 2: Integrated multimodal network
•• Objective 3: Street design
•• Objective 4: Bicycle and pedestrian transportation

2012 Comprehensive Transportation Plan was adopted
in May 2012 by the WSUAMPO Transportation Advisory
Committee and Technical Coordinating Committee. The
CTP includes a Bicycle Map which delineates on-road, offroad, and multi-use paths categorized as existing, needs
improvement, and recommended.

•• Objective 12: Protection of the environment
•• Objective 13: Healthy, active transportation

City-County Planning Board of Forsyth County and
Winston-Salem, NC. 2013. The Legacy 2013 Update.
http://www.legacy2030.com/.

2.2

GREENWAY PLAN UPDATE

Adopted in 2012, the Greenway Plan Update advances the
goals and actions of the 2002 Greenway Plan for the City
of Winston-Salem and Forsyth County. It outlines priority
corridors for greenway development and construction over
the next two decades. Priority segments were selected
in a participatory process led by the Bicycle-Greenway
Planning Subcommittee of the Winston-Salem Urban Area
Metropolitan Planning Organization (WSUAMPO), which
included eight public meetings. This selection process
used a multifaceted ranking system based on public input
and construction feasibility. In addition, a strong emphasis
was placed on connectivity to the area’s existing 23-mile
greenway network. The greenway system expansion is
intended to support bicycle and pedestrian connections
to community points of interest, recreational potential for
residents, and environmental protection.

WINSTON-SALEM URBAN AREA
2012 COMPREHENSIVE
TRANSPORTATION PLAN
WINSTON-SALEM URBAN AREA METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
TAC ADOPTED MAY 17, 2012

Winston-Salem Urban Area Metropolitan Planning
Organization. 2012. Winston-Salem Urban Area
2012 Comprehensive Transportation Plan.

Winston-Salem and Forsyth County City-County
Planning Board. 2012. Greenway Plan Update.
http://www.cityofws.org/Portals/0/pdf/
planning/publications/parks-greenways/
Greenway%20Plan%20Update%202012.pdf.

2.3

COMPREHENSIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN
(2012)

A Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP) is a multi-modal
plan that is developed through a collaborative process with
all of the municipalities within the Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) participating, and also includes public
input. The CTP provides the foundation of what will
become the transportation priorities of the region over
the next 20- plus years. The Winston-Salem Urban Area
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http://www.cityofws.org/Departments/
Transportation/Planning/Plans-and-Studies/
Comprehensive-Transportation-Plan.

2.4

2040 METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION
PLAN (2040)

The 2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) was
developed by the WSUAMPO and was approved by the
FHWA in 2015. The MTP is a fiscally constrained, federally
mandated long-range transportation plan that is a subplan of the CTP. It outlines transportation infrastructure
and facility projects that can feasibly be constructed by
2040. The Bicycle and Pedestrian Element of the MTP also
outlines the objectives included in the 2035 Transportation
Plan Update. Furthermore, it provides an on-street
bicycle facilities project list, identifying streets, estimated
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length, status, funding source, and state transportation
improvement program (STIP) number for proposed
projects from 2015-2021, 2022-2030, and 2031-2040.

the Winston-Salem Bicycle Master Plan should seek to
integrate with public transportation nodes to support a
multimodal transportation network in the city.
Winston-Salem Urban Area Metropolitan Planning
Organization. 2008. Public Transportation
– Human Services Coordination Plan.

Winston-Salem Urban Area
Metropolitan Planning Organization

http://www.cityofws.org/Departments/
Transportation/Planning/Plans-and-Studies/
Public-Transportation-Human-Services-Plan.

2.6
2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan

WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY AREA BICYCLE,
PEDESTRIAN, AND TRANSIT STUDY

Published in 2014, the Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Transit
Study is a collaboration of the Winston-Salem Department
of Transportation (WSDOT), the City-Council Planning
Board of Forsyth and Winston-Salem, and Wake Forest
University (WFU). The purpose of this study is to provide
recommendations for bicycle, pedestrian, and public
transportation linkages between WFU and the surrounding
neighborhoods. Through a community engagement
process, the following priority corridors were identified for
bicycle and pedestrian improvements:

Air Quality Conformity Determination Report
FY 2016-2025 Metropolitan Transportation
Improvement Program
Produced by:
Winston-Salem Department of Transportation,
North Carolina Department of Transportation,
Piedmont Authority for Regional Transportation,
Winston-Salem Transit Authority,
City-County Planning Board
in cooperation with
Davidson, Davie, Forsyth and Stokes Counties,
Bermuda Run, Bethania, Clemmons,
Kernersville, King, Lewisville, Midway,
Rural Hall, Tobaccoville, Walkertown,
Wallburg, and Winston-Salem.

Transportation Advisory Committee
Adoption on September 17, 2015
Federal Highway Administration
Approval on October 1, 2015

•• Polo Road
•• Reynolda Campus to Athletic Campus
•• WFU campus to western neighborhoods
•• WFU campus to Bethabara Greenway

Winston-Salem Urban Area Metropolitan
Planning Organization. 2015. 2040
Metropolitan Transportation Plan.

•• WFU campus to downtown

Given the population and economic prominence of
WFU within the City of Winston-Salem, connectivity and
coordination with the university should be an integral part
of any city-wide transportation planning efforts.

http://www.cityofws.org/Departments/
Transportation/Planning/Plans-andStudies/2040-Metro-Transportation-Plan.

2.5

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION - HUMAN
SERVICES COORDINATION PLAN

Adopted in 2008, the Public Transportation – Human
Services Coordination Plan outlines a strategy to support
efforts of a variety of providers from community agencies
and transportation service providers to stakeholders in an
effort to facilitate public transportation human services
projects in the WSUAMPO. It emphasizes the following
guiding principles: the right to mobility, a customer service
focus, the elimination of service gaps, and the maximization
of service delivery efficiency. Proposed bicycle facilities in
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Winston-Salem Department of Transportation,
City-County Planning Board of Forsyth County
and Winston-Salem, and Wake Forest University.
2014. Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Transit Study.
https://sustainability.wfu.edu/wp-content/
uploads/2009/08/WFU_BikePedTransit_
Study_Full_LowRes.pdf.
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2.7

COMPREHENSIVE BICYCLE MASTER PLAN
(2005)

This Winston-Salem Bicycle Master Plan is an update to
the Comprehensive Bicycle Master Plan adopted in 2005.
The purpose of the Comprehensive Bicycle Master Plan is
to improve the safety, efficiency, and usability of WinstonSalem’s bicycle network. It provides guidance on current
bicycling conditions, recommendations for the network’s
expansion, implementation strategies, and proposed
infrastructure standards. The content of this Plan provided
a starting point for the development of the 2019 WinstonSalem Bicycle Master Plan.

Task Force. The recommendations outlined by this task
force are proposed in conjunction with the NCDOT
reconstruction of Business 40 in downtown Winston-Salem
(STIP U-2827B). These recommendations are intended to
improve bicycle and pedestrian connections in addition to
the overall downtown environment. This study examines
the feasibility, traffic impacts, and costs of the conversion
of First/Second Streets and Liberty/Main Streets to twoway streets. Findings will support the City of WinstonSalem in implementation. The Winston-Salem Downtown
Street Study also identifies areas of future research for
the downtown area, many of which are relevant to this
Winston-Salem Bike Master Plan, including the following:
•• Potential traffic calming and road diet to support

added right of way space for bicycle and pedestrian
infrastructure at Old Salem Road (south of Brookstown
Avenue), Broad Street (north of Business 40), Sixth
Street (west of Trade).

winston-salem urban area

comprehensive bicycle master plan

•• Bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure and wayfinding

improvements on The Strollway (between First and
Fourth Streets).

•• Dedicated bike lanes on Liberty and Main streets

(south of Second Street).

•• Sharrows on Third Street between the Wake Forest

Innovation Quarter Rail/Trail project and downtown.
City of Winston-Salem. 2015. WinstonSalem Downtown Street Study.

September 2005

http://www.cityofws.org/Portals/0/pdf/
transportation/Studies/Downtown%20
Street%20Study/downtownWSstreetstudy2015.
pdf?ver=2017-04-10-174340-660

City of Winston-Salem, NC
Department of Transportation

City of Winston-Salem, NC Department of
Transportation. 2005. Winston-Salem Urban
Area Comprehensive Bicycle Master Plan.
http://www.cityofws.org/portals/0/pdf/
transportation/forms-reports/bicycle/
BikePlanExecutive%20Summary.pdf

2.8

DOWNTOWN WINSTON-SALEM STREET
STUDY

Commissioned by the City of Winston-Salem and prepared
in 2015, the Winston-Salem Downtown Street Study
explores key facets of implementing the recommendations
put forward by the Joint Chamber of Commerce/
Downtown Winston-Salem Partnership Business 40
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2.9

DOWNTOWN STREETSCAPE MASTER PLAN
AND DESIGN STANDARDS

The city is in the process of developing a Streetscape
Master Plan and Design Standards for downtown WinstonSalem. The general boundary for the plan is Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd/8th Street to the north, Patterson Avenue to
the east, Interstate Business 40 to the south, and Broad
Street to the west. The plan will provide a street typology
of different street types based on use, current and future
role within downtown, available right-of-way, and modes
of travel. Cross-sections for each street type will be
included with the plan that will delineate the presence
and proposed widths for sidewalks, bike facilities, parking,
and travel lanes. Also included in the plan will be a tree
management study and design standards for elements
such as street furniture and lighting. The plan is anticipated
to be complete by summer 2019.
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