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The menu of options for charter changes without General Assembly action
GS 160A-101

What to name the corporation -
Whether to call the corporation City, Town, or Village

Whether the governing board is to be the City Council, the Board of Commissioners, or
the Board of Aldermen

*Whether the terms of board members are to be two years or four, or a combination, and
staggered or not

*What the number of members of the governing board is to be, between three and twelve

*Whether elections or to be at-large or through districts, or a combination, and what kind
of districts

*Whether elections are to be partisan or non-partisan, and if non-partisan, what kind of
non-partisan

Whether the mayor is to be elected by the voters or from within the governing board

Whether to use the council-manager form of government or the mayor-council form




At-large elections, districts, and combinations permitted for North Carolina municipalities
GS 160A-101(6)

*all members elected at-large

*single-member districts

*single-member districts and at-large representatives combined (no more than half at-large)
*residence districts: nominations by all voters and election by all voters

“residence districts and at-large representatives combined (no more than half at-
large)

half single-member districts and half residence districts, with the districts being
exactly the same

modified residence districts: nominations by district voters only but election by all voters _
modified residence districts and at-large representatives combined (no more than half at-

large)

drawing of district lines and apportionment of members to the districts "shall be done in all cases
by the council.” GS 160A-101(6)




Options for types of elections permitted for North Carolina municipalities

GS 160A-101(7)

. Partisan elections

This is the kind of election that Winston-Salem now has.
There are party primaries in September and the nominees meet in November.
9 North Carolina cities use this type of election (including Charlotte).

. Nonpartisan plurality

This is the simplest type of election.

One vote on general election day.

Whoever gets the most votes wins.

505 North Carolina cities use this type of election.

. Nonpartisan election and runoff election

There is a vote in October.

If a candidate receives a majority, there is no vote in November.

For any seats without a majority in October, there is a runoff in November.
15 North Carolina cities use this type of election (including Raleigh).

. Nonpartisan primary and election

There is a vote in October to narrow the field to two candidates.

There is a vote in November between the top two.

25 North Carolina cities use this type of election (including Greensboro, Durham,
Fayetteville).
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Statewide summary of government and election methods
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Statutory Citations

SL 200026

SL 1875, c. 671 GS 160A-101

5L 1979, ¢. 557, 794 GS 160A-
101

SL155%, c. 1137 8L 1973,
213 G5 150A-101

501948, c. 17184 5L 1957, c.
1271 SL 1973, ¢. 315 GS 160A.
101

Pr. 1927, ¢ 232 Pr, 1633, c. 60
SL1947, c. 601 5L 1965, ¢. 53
GS 163-279 GS 160A-101 5L
2011-141

Notes

Seven ceuncil members are
elected from districts and four
are elected at iarge,

Three ¢council members are
elected from residence
districts, and three are elected
at large.

Five council members are
alected from districts, and
three are ejected at large,

Five council members are
elected from districts, and two
are elected at large.

Wington-Salem municipal
elections held in even-
numbered years, rather than
odd-numbered years.




