
 Scale and Massing – Building scale and massing are terms that encompass the size, shape 

and form of a structure.  Scale and massing can refer to the building itself, or its relation to 

surrounding buildings.  In the image below, the large house in the center has a different scale 

and massing than the surrounding homes along the street. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Street Setback – Street setback refers to the distance between the main façade of a building and 

the street or roadway.  In the image below, the house at the right has a significantly reduced 

setback compared to the other houses on the street, making it out of character with its context.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Parking Location – Parking can refer to either the garage structure, or surface or decked 

parking.  Where new parking is located should be similar to surrounding homes or businesses, 

and relate to the urban or suburban context in which the infill structure is located.  In the image 

below, the infill structure in the center has an attached, front facing garage along with front yard 

surface parking, out of character with the surrounding detached rear parking structures in the 

neighborhood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Infill Design Examples 
 

The following pages contain infill design examples for six general residential types:   

 Single-Family – Small Lot;  

 Single-Family – Large Lot;  

 Duplex/Twinhome;  

 Townhouse;  

 Multifamily – Suburban; and  

 Multifamily – Urban.   

 

The examples illustrate details of desired infill design components for each of the residential 

types, and visually demonstrate elements of successful infill development.   

 

As stated previously, these examples are meant to represent a general framework for 

development, not to act as prototype site plans.  All potential development must comply with 

existing City Code, Unified Development Ordinances, Building Codes, and any other applicable 

regulations. 















Multifamily - Urban

SETBACK: Front and side setbacks 
consistent with surrounding structures.

PRIMARY ENTRANCE: Facing main street.

PARKING: Located behind or underneath the 
building.

PARKING ACCESS: Limited along main street 
to deter interruptions along the sidewalk.

SCALE AND MASSING: Similar to surrounding 
buildings, although the urban environment may 
allow more flexiblity. 

GROUND LEVEL TREATMENT: Facade trans-
parency along ground level similiar to sur-
rounding buildlings. Active uses encouraged  
along the street.



Special Situations

NARROW LOT
Building orientation may need to be changed to 
accommodate a new residence on a narrow lot.  
However, setback, entrance and parking loca-
tion should remain consistent with surrounding 
structures.

Certain sites provide unique challenges which require special consideration for building location.  Below are 
three examples of potential special situations.  All special situations should be discussed with Planning staff to 
ensure that the proposed design meets ordinance requirements.

VARIED SETBACKS
In situations where surrounding structures have 
street setbacks of various distances, the new 
infill residence setback should attempt to aver-
age the adjacent setbacks. Building orientation, 
entrance and parking locations should remain 
consistent with surrounding structures.

STREAMS
On sites impacted by streams, infill structures 
should be placed as close to the setback of sur-
rounding structures as the topography allows. 
Building orientation, entrance and parking loca-
tion should remain consistent with surrounding 
structures.


